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BISHOP  BOWMAN’S 

ADDRESS 


TO  THE 


C ONYENTION  OF  1859. 


ADDRESS. 


§retbrrn  of  fire  Clergir  anir  Xaitir : 

Mj  consecration  to  the  office  of  Assistant  Bishop  of  this  Diocese 
took  place  on  the  25th  of  August  last.  The  services  were  held  in 
Christ  Church  in  this  city.  There  I was  confirmed  by  the  venerable 
Bishop  White,  and  there,  in  the  month  of  August,  just  thirty-five 
years  before,  I was  admitted  by  the  same  honored  Prelate  to  the  Dia- 
conate.  It  was  a circumstance  not  without  additional  interest  to 
myself,  that  my  Consecrator  should  have  been  our  indefatigable  Mis- 
sionary Bishop  for  the  Northwest — Dr.  Kemper — from  whom,  when  he 
was  acting  as  Missionary  under  the  old  Advancement  Society,  I heard 
in  my  early  boyhood,  and  for  the  first  time  in  my  life,  the  beautiful 
services  of  our  Church. 

Immediately  after  my  Consecration  I entered  upon  the  duties  of  my 
Office,  with  no  inadequate  views,  I trust,  of  the  greatness  of  the  work, 
no  exaggerated  sense  of  my  own  fitness  for  it,  and  not,  I hope,  with- 
out a dependence  on  that  Great  Being  from  whom  all  holy  desires,  all 
good  counsels,  and  all  just  works  do  proceed. 

Without  any  experience  to  guide  me,  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  lay 
any  reliable  plans,  reaching  far  into  the  future.  I therefore  adopted 
the  simple  method  of  accepting  duty  just  as  it  offered,  though  this 
was  attended  with  the  disadvantage  of  sometimes  compelling  me  to 
retrace  my  steps  unnecessarily.  The  facilities  of  travel,  however, 
are  now  so  great  that  the  physical  labor  of  visiting  the  Diocese  is  not 
to  be  named  as  a hardship — at  least  when  compared  with  the  prodi- 
gious fatigues  that  my  predecessors  must  have  undergone. 

It  saddens  me  that  my  first  Address  to  you  must  open  with  so  large 
a record  of  the  work  of  death  amongst  us  during  the  last  year.  It 
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will  not  bo  in  vain,  however,  if  only  it  effectually  reminds  us  of  the 
Master’s  words — “Be  ye  also  ready.” 

In  December  last  I was  called  to  the  melancholy  duty  of  attending 
and  assisting  at  the  funeral  of  our  late  Diocesan,  the  Rt.  Rev.  If.  U. 
Onderdonk,  D.D.  The  preliminary  services  were  held  iu  St.  Peter’s 
Church  in  this  city — the  interment  took  place  iu  the  beautiful  and 
quiet  cemetery  of  St.  James  the  Less.  There,  clothed  in  his  robes  of 
office,  we  committed  to  their  last  resting  place  all  that  was  mortal  of 
him  who  had  stood  to  us  iu  so  near  and  sacred  a relation.  Now  that 
he  is  “no  more  in  the  world,”  I am  sure  that  all  will  rejoice  with 
me  that  he  departed  in  full  standing  as  a Bishop  in  the  Church  of 
God,  and  to  remember  him  by  those  qualities  which  equally  become  the 
Man,  the  Christian,  and  the  Bishop.  Courteous  and  fair  in  the  discharge 
of  his  perplexing  duties,  singularly  cautious  and  restrained  in  speak- 
ing of  those  who  were  opposed  to  him,  indefatigable  in  his  laborious 
office,  eloquent  in  the  pulpit,  and  irrefutable  in  his  defences  of  the 
Church,  we  may  well  rejoice  that  such  a man’s  sun  went  calmly  down, 
and  that  his  life  and  labors  ended  together. 

In  this  result  no  one,  I know,  rejoices  more  heartily  than  our  own 
honored  Diocesan,  to  whose  effective  eloquence  in  the  House  of 
Bishops  this  happy  result  is  largely  due.  The  dead  are  in  the  hands 
of  God,  and  ’tis  well  for  us  that  we  are  not  called  to  strike  the  balance 
of  their  virtues  and  their  faults.  Whilst  we  labor  to  imitate  the  one, 
and  to  avoid  the  other,  let  us  consider  that  the  utmost  that  any  man 
can  wish  or  hope  for,  is  to  have  inscribed  upon  his  tomb — “A  sinner 
saved  by  grace.” 

A brief  interval  passes,  and  we  are  again  called  to  pay  the  last  sad 
honors  to  another  eminent  servant  of  Christ  and  His  Church,  the  Rev 
Bird  Wilson,  D.D.,  who,  with  the  weight  of  more  than  eighty  years 
upon  him,  went  down  to  the  grave  like  a shock  of  corn,  ripe  in  its  season. 
It  would  be  difficult  to  find  in  the  annals  of  our  own  or  of  any  other 
Church,  of  our  own  or  any  other  times,  a more  spotless  character  than 
that  of  Dr.  W.  Learned  beyond  the  common  measure,  and  occupying 
always,  first  in  the  Law,  and  subsequently  in  the  Church,  a high  position, 
he  was  as  remarkable  for  modesty  and  an  unassuming  deportment,  as  for 
the  solidity  of  his  attainments,  the  steadiness  of  his  principles,  the  sim- 
plicity and  depth  of  his  piety.  With  a benevolence  that  embraced 
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all  men,  lie  probably  never  had  an  enemy.  And  now  that  he  is  gone, 
the  Church  mourns  in  him  the  loss  of  a man  whose  well-balanced 
mind  kept  him  at  a distance  from  all  extremes,  whose  charity  was 
that  which  hopeth  all  things,  and  whose  calm  and  consistent  life  was  a 
perpetual  comment  upon  his  principles,  as  well  as  a beautiful  illustra- 
tion of  the  Gospel.  Standing  by  the  still  fresh  grave  of  such  a man 
one  cannot  but  breathe  the  wish — Sit  an  bn  a mea  cum  illo. 

Two  other  deaths  among  the  Clergy  of  the  Diocese.  I am  pained 
also  to  record,  viz  : the  Rev.  W.  P.  Hinds  and  the  Rev.  William 
Alexander.  Personally,  both  of  them  were  strangers  to  me.  I knew 
them  only  by  report.  The  first,  as  an  invalid,  long  laid  aside  by  infir- 
mity from  active  labor,  but  ever  ready  to  use  the  ample  means  with 
which  Providence  had  endowed  him,  in  furthering  the  cause  and  King- 
dom of  his  Master.  The  latter,  as  an  earnest  and  faithful  laborer, 
for  many  years,  in  one  of  the  prisons  of  this  city,  and  more  recently 
as  assistant  in  the  Church  of  the  Atonement.  We  are  more  impressed 
perhaps  by  the  sight  of  a work  faithfully  done,  than  of  trials  uncom- 
plainingly borne.  Yet,  in  reality,  the  patient  sufferer  of  God’s  will 
honors  him  as  truly  as  the  most  active  laborer  in  His  vineyard. 
“ They  also  serve  who  only  stand  and  wait.”  Of  both  these  departed 
Brethren,  and  equally,  we  may  say,  “ Blessed  are  the  dead  who  die  in 
the  Lord ; for  they  rest  from  their  labors  and  their  works  do  follow 
them.” 

I proceed  to  the  enumeration  of  the  Episcopal  Acts,  which  have 
been  performed  in  the  Diocese  since  May  28,  1858 ; and  first  of  those 
by  Bishop  Lee,  of  Delaware,  before  my  Consecration. 

ORDINATIONS. 

1.  To  the  Diaconate. — June  16,  at  tlie  Church  of  the  Redeemer,  Philadel- 
phia, Mr.  John  Tetlow. 

June  28,  at  Christ  Church,  Germantown,  Mr.  Henry  R.  Smith. 

2.  To  the  Priesthood. — June  28,  at  St.  Andrew’s,  Philadelphia,  Rev.  Faber 
Byllesby  and  Rev.  George  Bringhurst. 

June  16,  at  the  Church  of  the  Redeemer,  Philadelphia,  Rev.  W.  Fayette 
Davidson. 

Deacons  2,  Priests  3 — Total  5. 

CORNER-STONE  LAID. 

July  5,  Christ  Church,  Media. 
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CONFIRMATIONS  BY  BISHOP  LEE. 

Philadelphia. — Church  of  the  Atonement,  22;  St.  Matthias’,  25  ; St.  An- 
drew’s, 1 ; Church  of  the  Advent,  10  ; Church  of  the  Saviour,  West  Philadel- 
phia, 19  ; Christ  Church,  Germantown,  23. 

Chester  Co. — St.  Andrew’s,  West  Vincent,  6;  St.  Mary’s,  Warwick,  1. 
Luzerne  Co.- — St.  James’,  Pittston,  11  ; St.  Luke’s,  Scranton,  10. 
Montgomery  Co. — Christ  Church,  Pottstown,  3. 

Total,  131. 

Since  my  consecration,  I have  performed  the  following  services  : 

ORDINATIONS. 

To  the  Diaconate. — September  16,  at  Trinity  Church,  Pottsville,  Messrs. 
Samuel  Edwards  and  J.  Crockar  White. 

October  13,  at  St.  Luke’s,  Altoona,  Mr.  W.  S.  Heaton. 

December  19,  at  St.  Philip’s,  Philadelphia,  Messrs.  W.  R.  Stockton,  R.  F. 
Alsop,  J.  Andrews  Harris,  and  Henry  II.  Hickman. 

1859 — March  20,  at  St.  Andrew’s,  Philadelphia,  William  H.  Badger. 

Total  Deacons,  8. 

To  the  Priesthood. — September  21,  at  St.  Peter’s,  Philadelphia,  Rev.  Gid- 
eon J.  Burton. 

October  15,  at  Trinity  Church,  Pittsburgh,  Rev.  Henry  C.  Potter  and  Rev. 
John  Cromlish. 

October  24,  at  Christ  Church,  Meadville,  Rev.  R.  J.  Lewis. 

October  30,  at  Trinity  Church,  Washington,  Rev.  R.  H.  Lee. 

December  19,  at  St.  Philip’s,  Philadelphia,  Rev.  H.  S.  Getz,  Ormes  B. 
Keith,  H.  Baldy,  A.  Wadleigh  and  L.  C.  Newman. 

1859,  February  10,  at  Grace  Church,  Honesdale,  Rev.  Uriah  Scott  and 
Rev.  W.  C.  Robinson. 

March  20,  at  St.  Andrew’s,  Philadelphia,  Rev.  WT.  C.  Langdon  and  Rev. 
Alfred  M.  Abel. 

Deacons  8,  Priests  14 — Total  22. 

CANDIDATES  FOR  ORDERS. 

The  present  number  of  Candidates  for  Orders  is  26.  Of  these,  the  follow- 
ing have  been  admitted  during  the  past  year,  viz.  : By  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee, June  3,  Leighton  Coleman  and  Henry  H.  Hickman — the  latter  a 
minister  of  the  Methodist  denomination. 

August  4,  Gustavus  M.  Murray,  Lebbeus  C.  Haughawout  and  Charles  R. 
Hale. 

Admitted  by  me,  October  7,  Samuel  E.  Smith  ; November  10,  W.  V. 
Feltwell  ; December  6,  R.  H.  Brown,  M.D.,  F.  D.  Hoskins  ; January  6,  1859, 
John  F.  Ohl ; February  3,  1859,  G.  Leander  Everhart ; May  7,  1859,  J. 
Livingston  Reese, 

I received  as  a Candidate  for  Orders  from  Connecticut,  December  1,  Wil- 
liam H.  Badger. 
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CANDIDATES  FOR  ORDERS  DISMISSED. 

1858,  September  5,  Marshall  B.  Smith,  to  Delaware. 

1859,  May  7,  'William  Purdon,  to  jurisdiction  of  Bishop  Boone. 

CORNER-STONES  LAID. 

August  26,  Church  of  St.  John  Baptist,  Germantown. 

“ 31,  “ the  Holy  Cross, 

October  13th,  St.  Luke’s  Church,  Altoona,  Blair  county. 
December  15,  Church  of  the  Incarnation,  Philadelphia. 

1859,  April  29,  St.  Michael’s,  Germantown. 

Total  5. 


CONSECRATIONS  OF  CHURCHES. 

August  29,  Church  of  our  Saviour,  Jenkintown. 

September  8,  St.  James  the  Greater,  Bristol. 

September  15,  Church  of  the  Holy  Apostles,  St.  Clair. 

September  28,  Grace  (Free)  Church,  Gap  Mines,  Lancaster  county. 
October  1,  Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  Westchester  (re-opened). 
November  12,  Trinity  Church,  Rochester,  Beaver  county. 

December  16,  Emmanuel  Church,  Holmesburg. 

December  23,  St.  Matthew’s  Church,  Philadelphia. 

1859,  January  13,  St.  Paul’s,  Harrisburg. 

April  30,  St.  John  Baptist,  (Free)  Germantown. 

April  30,  Calvary  Church,  Germantown. 

May  1,  Grace  Chapel,  Mount  Airy. 

Total  12. 


CONFIRMATIONS. 

Armstrong  Co. — St.  Paul’s,  Kittanning,  9;  Trinity,  Freeport,  3;  St.  Mi- 
chael’s, 20. 

Beaver  Co. — Christ  Church,  New  Brighton,  4;  Trinity  Church,  Roches- 
ter, 4. 

Berks  Co. — St.  Gabriel’s,  Morlattin,  15  ; Christ  Church,  Reading,  19. 

Bradford  Co. — Christ  Church,  Towanda,  19;  St.  Paul’s,  Troy,  2;  Trinity 
Church,  Athens,  4. 

Bucks  Co. — Church  of  St.  James  the  Greater,  Bristol,  15  ; Trinity,  Centre- 
ville,  3 ; St.  Paul’s,  Doylestown,  18. 

Butler  Co. — St.  Peter’s,  Butler,  10. 

Carbon  Co.— St.  Mark’s,  Mauch  Chunk,  5. 

Chester  Co. — St.  Peter’s,  Great  Valley,  1 ; St.  Paul’s,  West  Whiteland, 
14  ; Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  West  Chester,  7 ; St.  Peter’s,  Phoenixville, 
19  ; St.  James’,  Downingtown,  8. 

Clinton  Co. — St.  Paul’s,  Lock  Haven,  20. 

Columbia  Co. — St.  Paul’s,  Bloomsbirrg,  29  ; St.  James’,  Derby,  5. 

Crawford  Co. — Christ  Church,  Meadville,  18  ; Trinity,  Conneautville,  7. 

Cumberland  Co.-. — St.  John’s,  Carlisle,  7. 
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Dauphin  Co. — St.  Stephen’s,  Harrisburg,  12. 

Delaware  Co. — St.  Paul’s,  Chester,  15;  Calvary,  Rockdale,  16;  Christ 
Church,  Media,  6 ; in  private,  2. 

Erie  Co.— St.  Paul’s,  Erie,  21  ; St.  Peter’s,  Waterford,  2;  in  private,  1. — 
Total,  24. 

Fayette  Co. — Christ  Church,  Brownsville,  2;  Grace,  Menallen,  2;  St. 
Peter’s,  Uniontown,  4. 

Lancaster  Co. — St.  John’s,  Lancaster,  28,  (four  of  whom  were  from  St. 
James’ ;)  Christ  Church,  Leacock,  7 ; All  Saints,  Paradise,  10;  St.  Paul’s, 
Columbia,  21. 

Luzerne  Co. — St.  Stephen’s,  Wilkesbarre,  12;  in  private,  1.  Total,  13. 
Trinity  Church,  Carbondale,  10. 

Lycoming  Co. — St.  James’,  Muncy,  15  ; at  school-house,  in  same  parish, 
11.  Total,  26.  Christ  Church,  Williamsport,  9. 

Mifflin  Co. — St.  Mark’s,  Lewistown,  1. 

Montgomery  Co. — St.  James’,  Perkiomen,  19;  St.  Thomas’,  Whitemarsh, 
24  ; St.  John’s,  Norristown,  19  ; Church  of  our  Saviour,  Jenkintown,  5. 

Montour  Co. — Christ  Church,  Danville,  16. 

Northampton  Co. — Trinity  Church,  Easton,  22. 

Northumberland  Co. — St.  Matthew’s,  Sunbury,  2;  Christ  Church,  Milton,  2. 

Philadelphia  Co.— Christ  Church,  17  ; St.  Peter’s,  (2  confirmations,)  58; 
in  private,  4;  St.  James’,  15  ; St.  Stephen’s,  (special,)  4 ; St.  Andrew’s,  (2d 
confirmation,)  21;  Grace  Church,  28;  St.  Luke’s,  37  ; Church  of  the  Atone- 
ment, 35  (2d  confirmation);  St.  Marks,  28;  St.  Matthew’s,  Francisville, 
26  ; St.  John’s,  Northern  Liberties,  5 ; St.  Philip’s,  (2d  confirmation,)  113  ; 
Nativity,  29  ; Church  of  the  Redemption,  17  ; St.  Jude’s,  Spring  Garden.  2 ; 
Emmanuel,  Kensington,  6;  St.  Bartholomew’s,  18;  Church  of  the  Messiah, 
Port  Richmond,  15;  Zion  Church,  Penn  Township,  2;  Trinity  Church, 
Southwark,  34;  Church  of  the  Evangelists,  (2  confirmations,)  65;  Gloria 
Dei,  20  ; in  private,  1 ; All  Saints,  Moyamensing,  21;  St.  Luke’s,  German- 
town, 15;  Christ  Church,  Germantown  (2d  confirmation,  20)  ; St.  David’s, 
Manayunk,  26  ; Trinity  Church,  Oxford,  8;  Emmanuel  Church,  Holmesburg, 
13,  and  2 from  Oxford;  St.  James’,  Kingsessing,  11  ; St.  Mark’s,  Prankford, 
(2  confirmations,)  36  ; Church  of  the  Saviour,  West  Philadelphia,  (2d  con- 
firmation,) 9,  and  1 from  Mantua;  St.  Andrew’s,  Mantua,  15;  St.  Paul’s, 
Chestnut  Hill,  (2  confirmations,)  14;  Calvary,  (Monumental,)  13;  Church 
of  the  Covenant,  37  ; St.  Thomas’,  15  ; Church  of  the  Redeemer,  9 ; Church 
of  the  Crucifixion,  34;  Trinity  Chapel,  22;  St.  Matthias’,  (2d  confirmation,) 
19  ; Church  of  the  Incarnation,  9 ; Church  of  the  Intercessor,  46. 

Schuylkill  Co. — Trinity  Church,  Pottsville,  13  ; St.  Paul’s,  Minersville, 
11  ; Zion  Church,  Tuscarora,  4 ; Church  of  the  Holy  Apostles,  St.  Clair,  6 ; 
Calvary  Church,  Tamaqua,  8. 

Susquehanna  Co. — St.  Mark’s,  New  Milford,  2;  St.  Paul’s,  Montrose,  2; 
St.  Andrew’s,  Springville,  4;  Grace  Church,  Great  Bend,  9;  St.  James’, 
Dundaff,  4. 

Tioga  Co. — St.  Paul’s,  Wellsborough,  14;  Tioga,  4;  Mansfield,  (private, ) 1. 
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Wayne  Co. — Grace  Cliurcli,  Honesdale,  7 ; Zion  Church,  Sterling  town- 
ship, 5. 

Westmoreland  Co. — Christ  Church,  Greenshurg,  3. 

York  Co. — St.  John’s,  York,  5. 


By  Bishop  Lee 131 

By  myself 1699 

Total  1830 


CLERGYMEN  RECEIVED. 

August  31,  Rev.  E.  W.  Hening,  from  Virginia. 

September  3,  Rev.  W.  H.  D.  Hatton,  from  Delaware. 

September  11,  Rev.  R.  W.  Lewis,  from  Virginia. 

October  11,  Rev.  F.  Wilson,  from  Ripon,  England. 

November  3,  Rev.  A.  H.  Vinton,  D.D.,  from  Massachusetts. 

November  21,  Rev.  A.  Beatty,  from  New  Jersey. 

November  21,  Rev.  W.  C.  Langdon,  from  Maryland. 

November  30,  Rev.  James  Pratt,  from  Maine. 

December  4,  Rev.  W.  F.  Halsey,  from  New  York. 

1859,  January  3,  Rev.  W.  A.  Newbold,  from  Delaware. 

January  6,  Rev.  T.  M.  Martin,  from  Delaware. 

January  -,  Rev.  J.  W.  Cracraft,  from  Ohio. 

May  12,  John  H.  Drumm,  from  Nova  Scotia. 

Total,  13. 

1857.  Rev.  J.  W.  Pierson  was  received  by  Bishop  Potter  in  1857.  By 
inadvertence  his  reception  into  the  Diocese  has  not,  until  now,  been  for. 
majly  noticed. 

CLERGYMEN  DISMISSED. 

June  3,  Rev.  A.  Varian,  by  Standing  Committee,  to  Ohio. 

September  13,  Rev.  R.  B.  Duane,  to  New  Jersey. 

October  5,  Rev.  C.  M.  Parkman,  to  Maryland. 

November  1,  Rev.  W.  C.  Robinson,  to  Connecticut. 

November  17,  Rev.  John  Long,  to  Western  New  York. 

November  17,  Rev.  W.  G.  Hawkins,  to  Massachusetts. 

November  17,  Rev.  P.  B.  Morrison,  to  New  Jersey. 

November  25,  Rev.  Charles  H.  Wheeler,  to  Massachusetts. 

November  26,  Rev.  N.  0.  Preston,  to  Kansas. 

November  29,  Rev.  G.  J.  Burton,  to  New  Jersey. 

1859,  March  11,  Rev.  John  Coleman,  D.D.,  to  Missouri. 

March  11,  Rev.  G.  A.  Crooke,  to  Delaware. 

May  7,  Rev.  J.  A.  Bowman,  to  Western  New  York. 

Total,  13. 

CHANGES  IN  PA1USHES. 

Resignations. — Rev.  Mr.  Goodwin  has  resigned  St.  Luke’s  Church,  George- 
town, Beaver  county,  and  is  succeeded,  temporarily,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Mackay, 
of  Mount  Etna. 
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Rev.  Mr.  Stuart,  St.  Thomas’  Church,  Morgantown,  Berks  county,  and 
Bangor  Church,  Churclitown,  Lancaster  county. 

Rev.  Mr.  Hepburn,  St.  John’s  Church,  Bellefonte,  Centre  county. 

Rev.  Mr.  Hawkins,  St.  John’s,  Pequea,  Chester  county. 

Rev.  Mr.  Paul,  St.  Peter’s,  Phoenixville,  and  St.  James’,  Perkiomen. 

Rev.  Mr.  Varian,  Christ  Church,  Meadville,  Crawford  county. 

Rev.  Mr.  Smith,  St.  Peter’s,  Waterford,  Erie  county. 

Rev.  Mr.  Hopkins,  St.  John’s  Church,  Lancaster. 

Rev.  Mr.  Christman,  Christ  Church,  Pottstown,  Montgomery  county. 

Rev.  Mr.  Gougler,  St.  Matthew’s,  Sunbury,  St.  Mark’s,  Northumberland, 
and  Christ  Church,  Milton,  Northumberland  county. 

Rev.  Mr.  Conrad,  All  Saints’,  Philadelphia. 

Rev.  Dr.  Goddard,  Atonement,  Philadelphia'.  To  take  effect  May  30. 
Rev.  Mr.  Bean,  Church  of  the  Advent,  Philadelphia. 

Rev.  Dr.  Coleman,  Trinity  Church,  Philadelphia. 

Rev.  Mr.  Cooley,  Church  of  the  Saviour,  Moyamensing,  Philadelphia. 
Rev.  Mr.  Davidson,  Church  of  the  Redeemer,  Philadelphia. 

Rev.  Mr.  Prior,  St.  James’  Church,  Schuylkill  Haven,  and  Grace  Church 
Cressona,  Schuylkill  county. 

Rev.  Mr.  Duane,  Grace  Church,  Honesdale,  Wayne  county. 

Rev.  Mr.  Potter,  Christ  Church,  Greensburg,  Westmoreland  county. 

Rev.  Mr.  Scott,  St.  Mark’s,  New  Milford,  and  Grace  Church,  Great  Bend, 
Susquehanna  county. 

Rev.  Mr.  Jerome,  St.  James’  Church,  Dundaff,  Susquehanna  county. 

Rev.  Mr.  Robinson,  St.  James’  Church,  Pittston,  Luzerne  county. 

Rev.  Mr.  Long,  St.  Luke’s,  Scranton,  Luzerne  county. 

Rev.  Mr.  Carden,  St.  Matthias,  Philadelphia. 

CLERGYMEN  CALLED  AND  SETTLED. 

Rev.  Dr.  Page,  Christ  Church,  Allegheny  City,  Allegheny  county. 

Rev.  Mr.  Peet,  Calvary,  East  Liberty,  Pittsburgh. 

Rev.  Mr.  Harding,  Trinity  Church,  Athens,  Bradford  county,  and  St. 
Paul’s  Troy,  Tioga  county. 

Rev.  Mr.  Field,  St.  John’s,  Bellefonte,  Centre  county. 

Rev.  Mr.  Hepburn,  St.  John’s,  Pequea,  Chester  county. 

Rev.  Mr.  Stockton,  St.  James’,  Perkiomen,  Montgomery  county,  and  St. 
Peter’s,  Phcenixville,  Chester  county. 

Rev.  Mr.  Wylie,  St.  Paul’s  Bloomsburg,  Columbia  county. 

Rev.  Mr.  Lewis,  Christ  Church,  Meadville,  Crawford  county. 

Rev.  I.  Isador  Mombert,  to  be  Assistant  Minister  of  St.  James’  Church, 
Lancaster. 

Rev.  Mr.  Appleton,  St.  John’s  Free  Church,  Lancaster. 

Rev.  Mr.  Keith,  Church  of  the  Saviour,  Jenkintown,  Montgomery  county. 
Rev.  Mr.  Conrad,  Calvary  Church,  Germantown. 

Rev.  Mr.  Cracraft,  Church  of  the  Epiphany,  Philadelphia. 

Rev.  Mr.  Matlack,  Church  of  the  Nativity,  Philadelphia. 
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Rev.  Mr.  Martin,  Trinity  Cburcli,  Philadelphia. 

Rev.  Mr.  Stewart,  All  Saints’  Church,  Philadelphia. 

Rev.  Mr.  Wilson,  St.  Janies  the  Less,  Philadelphia. 

Rev.  Mr.  Spackman,  St.  Clement’s,  Philadelphia. 

Rev.  Dr.  Vinton,  Holy  Trinity,  Philadelphia. 

Rev.  Mr.  Pratt,  Church  of  the  Covenant,  Philadelphia. 

Rev.  Mr.  Hammond,  St.  Michael’s  Church,  Germantown. 

Rev.  Mr.  Latimer,  St.  James’  Church,  Schuylkill  Haven,  and  Grace 
Church,  Cressona,  Schuylkill  county. 

Rev.  Mr.  Prior,  Allentown,  and  parts  adjacent,  as  Missionary. 

Rev.  Mr.  Halsey,  St.  Paul’s  Church,  Montrose,  Susquehanna  county. 

Rev.  Mr.  Scott,  Grace  Church,  Honesdale,  Wayne  county. 

Rev.  Mr.  Beatty,  Trinity  Chapel,  Philadelphia. 

Rev.  Mr.  Purvianee,  Church  of  the  Incarnation,  Philadelphia. 

Rev.  Mr.  Carden,  Church  of  the  Intercessor,  Philadelphia. 

Rev.  Mr.  Hickman,  St.  Mark’s  Church,  New  Milford,  and  Grace  Church, 
Great  Bend,  Susquehanna  county. 

Rev.  Mr.  Jerome,  St.  James’,  Pittston,  Luzerne  county. 

Rev.  J.  H.  Drumm,  St.  James’,  Dundaff,  Susquehanna  county. 

Rev.  Mr.  Robinson,  St.  Luke’s,  Scranton,  Luzerne  county. 

Most  of  these  changes,  I know  only  hy  credible  report.  Of  the 
majority,  I have  received  no  official  notification. 

Let  me  not  fail,  here,  to  acknowledge  the  kindness  and  hospitality 
that  I have  everywhere  met  in  traversing  the  Diocese,  and  which, 
anticipating  and  exceeding  all  my  wishes,  leaves  me  nothing  to  regret 
hut  my  inability  to  make  any  adequate  return  for  it.  He  that  seeks 
for  hold  and  picturesque  scenery,  for  fertile,  finely  cultivated  fields, 
for  regions  rich  in  mineral  resources, — for  a people  industrious,  thriving 
and  happy,  need  not  go  beyond  the  bounds  of  our  own  Diocese.  And 
if  the  Christian  traveller  could  only  see  the  Church  flourishing  and  ade- 
quately sustained — fields  white  to  the  harvest,  occupied  and  cultivated, 
and  means  at  hand  to  answer  the  earnest  cry  that  strikes  the  ear  from  so 
many  quarters,  “ come  over  and  help  us,”  there  would  be  little  wanting 
to  complete  his  satisfaction.  But  instead  of  all  this,  the  Bishop,  as  he  tra- 
verses the  Diocese,  sees  everywhere  feeble  Churches,  struggling  for  a 
doubtful  existence — the  most  promising  fields  neglected,  because  there 
are  neither  men  to  go  nor  means  to  send — whilst  error,  in  every  form 
that  the  busy  brain  of  man  can  devise,  from  the  first  faint  departure  from 
“ the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  Saints,”  down  to  the  most  unmitigated 
heresy,  is  scattered  broadcast  over  the  land.  Everywhere,  almost,  we 
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are  in  a very  scanty  minority.  Everywhere,  we  are  surrounded  by  a 
crowd  of  sects,  differing  more  vehemently  among  themselves,  often, 
than  from  us.  And  every  hour  the  evil  grows.  By  a law  that  seems 
to  he  as  uniform  and  universal  as  any  other,  schism  is  sure  at  last  to 
be  its  own  punishment.  They  who  abandon  the  truth,  as  it  is  in  Jesus, 
who  cast  off  the  ancient  creeds  as  the  best  exponents  of  that  truth,  are 
quite  certain  soon  to  differ  and  divide  again.  I have  seen  in  the  same 
town  five,  six  or  more  Christian  Churches,  bearing  the  same  generic 
name,  but  differing  hopelessly  among  themselves  on  some  inconsidera- 
ble point  of  doctrine  or  discipline.  I say  not  this  to  reproach  them. 
God  forbid ! We  are  not  their  judges.  And  we  have  too  many  faults 
and  evils  among  ourselves  to  justify  us  in  being  forward  to  criticise 
and  condemn  others.  But  I do  say  it  as  a warning  and  lesson  to  us 
to  stand  by  the  ancient  landmarks,  to  adhere  to  the  faith  once  deliv- 
ered to  the  Saints- — to  uphold  as  an  authority  only  less  than  divine, 
the  Creeds,  the  Offices  and  the  Liturgy  of  the  Church.  There  we  shall 
find  rest  unto  our  souls.  There,  and  there  only,  “ the  truth  as  our 
Lord  hath  commanded,  and  as  the  Church  hath  received  the  same,” 
is  safe  from  the  restless  spirit — the  busy  innovating  hand  of  man. 

The  Missionary  Work  of  the  Diocese  has  gone  on  through  the  past 
year,  if  without  any  diminution,  probably  without  any  material 
increase.  There  is  no  denying  the  fact  that  the  means  now  available 
for  this  end  are  wholly  inadequate  to  the  exigency.  Were  funds  at 
hand  for  it,  the  number  of  Missionary  fields  could  be  at  once  doubled, 
whilst,  in  many  instances,  the  new  stations  would  probably  hold  out 
fairer  prospects  than  many  of  the  old  ones.  Here  is  a condition  of 
things  that  demands  the  serious  consideration  of  all  who  love  the  Gos- 
pel and  the  Church,  and  have  the  means  to  promote  their  prosperity. 
I hope  much  for  this  end,  when  in  accordance  with  the  judgment  both 
of  the  Bishoj)  and  of  the  Convention,  our  Missionary  operations  shall 
come  to  be  conducted  under  a single  organization.  Activities  that  spring 
from  rivalry  should  have  no  place  in  the  Church  of  Christ.  Nor  can  we 
look  for  the  blessing  of  God,  however  good  the  object,  on  funds  con- 
tributed on  the  principle  of  emulation.  I trust  that  the  hour  of  a 
complete  reunion  in  our  Missionary  labors  is  at  hand.  I am  sure  it  is 
the  wish,  the  ardent  wish,  of  the  Diocese  at  large,  and  not  least  so,  of 
the  Missionaries  themselves.  Few  things  have  gratified  me  more,  in 
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traversing  the  Diocese,  than  the  existence,  almost  everywhere,  of  a 
kindly  and  fraternal  feeling.  Differences  of  opinion  no  doubt  exist, 
and  always  will.  But  little  harm  would  come  of  this,  if  those  who 
differ  would  not  presume  to  speak  with  authority  as  if  their  voice  was 
certainly  the  voice  of  the  Church,  or  to  insist  upon  it  as  a condition 
of  fellowship  and  co-operation,  that  their  views  of  doctrine,  disci- 
pline and  worship,  shall  be  accepted  as  the  only  true  and  safe  ones. 
Since  the  Church  bears  with  us  all,  it  seems  not  unreasonable  to  think 
that  we  may  well  hear  with  one  another.  I have  good  hopes  that 
things  are  tending  to  a happy  issue  in  this  particular,  and  that  this 
Convention  will  not  adjourn  till  an  effectual  step  shall  have  been  taken 
in  this  direction  : I mean  till  we  shall  have  settled  it,  not  merely  as  a 
maxim  of  policy,  but  of  Christian  principle,  that  whatever  diversities 
of  opinion  (within  the  limits  which  the  Church  allows)  there  may  be 
among  us,  they  are  not  to  be  permitted  to  alienate  us  in  affection,  nor 
where  the  glory  of  God,  the  prosperity  of  the  Church  and  the  salva- 
tion of  souls  is  concerned,  to  separate  us  in  action. 

And  when  this  shall  have  come  to  pass,  I trust  that  the  new 
Organization  will  at  once  signalize  itself,  by  the  introduction  of  a 
new  feature  into  our  Missionary  operations,  or  rather  the  extension  of 
a principle  which  the  sagacious  mind  of  our  Diocesan  had  already 
seized  and  acted  upon — I mean  the  principle  of  an  Itinerant  Ministry 
in  our  Missionary  fields.  Such  a system,  properly  adjusted,  is  full,  I 
think,  of  the  richest  promise.  It  will  have  the  advantage  of  being 
much  cheaper,  and  more  efficient  than  the  present  mode  of  planting  a 
Missionary  in  every  hamlet  or  rural  district,  where  his  influence  must 
necessarily  be  circumscribed  within  very  narrow  geographical  limits, 
and  his  labors  made  to  bear  on  comparatively  restricted  numbers ; 
whilst  the  ministry  of  the  itinerant  will  extend  over  wide-spread 
regions,  and  reach  large  numbers  in  succession.  And  if  he  be,  as  he 
ought,  a man  of  earnest  mind,  of  winning  manners,  and  with  power  to 
interest  and  impress  an  auditory,  there  is  no  estimating  the  amount  of 
good  he  might  do,  whilst  traversing  a region  where  the  Church  is 
unknown,  and  associating  it  in  the  minds  of  the  people  with  his  own 
attractive  qualities.  I may  add,  that  such  a class  of  Missionaries 
could  most  successfully  discharge  a large  amount  of  labor,  that  would 
properly  devolve  upon  the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese,  if  his  multifarious 
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duties  left  him  time  to  attend  to  it.  Especially,  they  could  be  highly 
useful  iu  aiding  and  encouraging  brethren  now  laboring,  without  sym- 
pathy or  co-operation,  in  many  of  our  remote  and  frontier  parishes. 
If  this  Convention  should  do  no  more  than  to  reduce  our  Missionary 
work  to  a single  organization,  and  to  introduce  the  system  of  an  Itine- 
rant Ministry  into  it,  to  be  filled  by  men  of  the  highest  and  best 
qualifications  among  us,  it  will  have  accomplished  a great  and  blessed 
work. 

I avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  touch  upon  a subject  not  new 
to  you,  but  of  such  importance  that  it  should  not  be  permitted  to 
slumber.  I allude  to  the  vast  dimensions  of  tlie  Diocese,  and  the  con- 
sequently unsatisfactory  way  in  which  the  duties  of  the  Episcopate 
must  be  discharged  in  it.  That  Bishops  should  sacrifice  their  health 
and  strength  (as  our  own  Diocesan  has  done)  in  the  vain  effort  to  per 
form  the  work  of  their  office,  is  comparatively  a small  matter.  The 
unanswerable  objection  to  the  present  condition  of  things  is,  that  the 
duties  of  the  Episcopal  Office  cannot  be  adequately  discharged  in  so 
vast  a Diocese — and  in  the  attempt  to  discharge  them,  all  is  hastily 
and  unsatisfactorily  done. 

In  the  actual  working  of  our  system,  we  see  little,  comparatively, 
of  that  constant  oversight— that  warm  sympathy — and  that  active 
co-operation,  which  constitute  the  glory  and  the  strength  of  the  Epis- 
copate. Bishops  are  oppressed  with  cares  and  toils,  without  the 
comfort  of  thinking  that  the  work  of  the  Lord  is  prospering  in  their 
hands.  The  Clergy  and  their  flocks  are  dissatisfied,  and  complain ; 
whilst  abroad,  the  whole  system  labors  under  the  prejudice  of  being 
at  once  pretentious  and  inefficient.  However  we  may  regret,  we  can 
hardly  wonder  at  this.  We  are  in  a false  position.  Our  theory  and 
our  practice  are  in  irreconcilable  conflict.  We  maintain  the  Episcopacy 
as  a Divine  Institution.  But  the  world  will  never  be  convinced  of  the 
justice  of  our  pretensions,  till  they  see  benefits  and  results  propor- 
tioned to  the  greatness  of  these  pretentions.  We  try  other  systems, 
and  we  cannot  complain  if  our  own  be  tried,  by  our  blessed  Master’s 
rule,  “ By  their  fruits,  ye  shall  know  them.” 

I beg,  however,  that  these  suggestions  may  not  be  considered  as 
borrowing  any  weight  from  the  position  which  I chance  to  occupy.  I 
wish  them  to  be  regarded,  merely,  as  the  result  of  the  observation  of 
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one,  who  having  passed  through  the  Diocese,  has  had  an  opportunity 
to  see  what  its  wants  and  troubles  are.  An  authoritative  suggestion  on 
this  subject  would  come  with  propriety  only  from  our  honored  Diocesan, 
now  suffering  the  misery  of  exile  and  of  broken  health,  from  the  con- 
dition of  things  that  I am  speaking  of.  As  one  of  yourselves  then, 
but  with  somewhat  better  opportunities  for  seeing  and  judging,  I beg 
to  suggest  to  the  Convention  the  propriety  of  considering  the  subject, 
and  providing  a remedy. 

I shall  make  no  apology  for  recurring  to  a topic,  which  from  time 
to  time,  for  many  years  past,  the  Bishops  of  the  Diocese  have  felt  it 
their  duty  to  bring  before  you — I mean  the  inadequate  support  of  the 
Cleryy.  The  case  is  too  plain  to  demand  proof  or  to  admit  of  denial, 
and  the  evil  one,  that  must  be  acknowledged  to  extend  far  beyond 
the  individual  who  endures  it.  The  argument  of  a suffering  family 
appeals,  indeed,  directly  to  our  sympathy,  but  in  its  bearing  upon  the 
prospects  and  prosperity  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  the  evil  grows  into 
still  more  formidable  dimensions.  It  is  impossible  that  the  Clergy, 
as  a class,  should  be  depressed,  and  burthened  continually  with 
domestic  difficulties  and  embarrassments,  without  disastrous  results  to 
their  influence  and  ministrations.  The  world  will  never  respect,  as 
they  ought,  a man  whom  they  see  to  be  continually  in  pecuniary 
straits,  and  feel  to  be  in  their  power.  ’Tis  the  sacred  right  of  him 
who  serves  at  the  Altar,  to  live  of  the  Altar.  Nor  is  it  possible  to 
withhold  this  right  without  the  calamitous  result,  first  of  unmerited 
distress,  and  next,  of  disparagement  and  hindrance  to  the  Gospel 
itself. 

If  it  be  said  that  if  Parishes  do  not  provide  for  their  Ministers, 
the  evil  is  incurable ; that  if  foreign  aid  were  offered,  those  that  are 
now  neglected  would  become  more  so,  and  Parishes  able  to  sustain 
themselves  would  sink  into  a discreditable  dependency  on  the  generosity 
of  others;  I acknowledge  the  difficulty;  I see  the  force  of  the  objec- 
tion. But  I cannot  feel  that  it  is  insuperable.  I cannot  think  that  it  is 
sufficient  to  justify  us  in  leaving  a whole  class  of  faithful  and  laborious 
men,  to  struggle  through  life,  with  constant  and  hopeless  pecuniary 
embarrassments — -leaving  to  their  children  no  inheritance  but  their 
poverty  and  their  troubles.  And  when  I think  of  the  dishonor  and 
hindrance  that  result  to  the  Church  from  such  a state  of  things,  I 
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cannot  doubt  that  the  evil  admits  of  a remedy.  Surely  we  are  not 
going  to  forget  that  if  one  member  suffers,  all  the  members  must  suffer 
with  it;  or  that  the  strong  are  bound  to  bear  the  infirmities  of  the 
weak.  Even  in  the  endowed  Church  of  England,  a Pastoral  Aid  Soci- 
ety, to  relieve  the  scanty  incomes  of  the  working  Clergy,  has  been 
found  necessary.  And  ’tis  enough  to  melt  a heart  of  stone  to  read  the 
story  told  confidentially,  from  year  to  year,  to  the  Society,  of  the 
labors  and  sufferings  of  these  faithful  men.  Our  own  Brethren, 
many  of  them  at  least,  could  tell  a story  quite  as  sad.  But  there  is 
no  hand  to  help  them,  nor  any  to  answer  their  cry,  but  God. 

As  directly  connected  with  this  subject,  and  as  one  obvious  method 
for  meeting  or  mitigating  the  evil  in  question,  let  me  recal  to  your 
consideration  a measure  which  the  benevolent  forethought  of  the 
Bishop,  long  ago  suggested  and  urged  upon  you.  I mean  the  erection 
of  a Parsonage  in  every  Parish  in  the  Diocese  note  destitute  of  one.  It 
cannot  be  done  on  the  spot.  But  what  hinders  that  we  should  say  to 
every  Parish  that  has  no  Parsonage,  and  is  not  able  to  build  one,  “do 
what  you  can  towards  it,  and  we  will  supply  the  rest.”  It  can  be  as 
easily  done  as  said,  if  like  the  rebuilders  of  the  temple  of  old,  we 
have  “a  mind  to  the  work.”  And  when  it  is  accomplished  we  shall 
feel  none  the  poorer  for  what  we  have  done.  Life  is  too  short, 
Breth  ren,  to  admit  of  delays  in  such  matters.  Whilst  we  linger,  the 
suffering  continues.  Death  will  indeed  soon  bring  rest  to  the  weary  : 
The  grave  will  hide  this  as  it  hides  so  many  other  sorrows  : But  it  is 
sad  to  think  that  relief  never  came  while  it  could  avail  anything — 
was  never  thought  of  till  it  was  too  late  to  offer  it. 

I commend  this  subject  to  your  serious  consideration.  When  our 
hearts  are  rightly  moved,  a remedy  will  be  quickly  found.  For  myself,  I 
think  it  a matter  of  grave  import  that,  whilst  we  may  be  living  at  our 
ease,  many  of  our  Brethren  richer,  perhaps,  than  ourselves  in  faith  to- 
wards God,  are  sustaining  themselves  and  their  families  upon  less  than 
the  wages  of  a competent  mechanic.  Bemember  the  old  epitaph,  “ What 
I kept,  I have  lost ; what  I gave  away,  I have  found.”  Bemember  the 
Apostle’s  admonition,  “ Whoso  seeth  his  brother  have  need,  and 
shutteth  up  his  compassion  from  him,  how  dwelleth  the  love  of  God  in 
him  Bemember  the  words  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  how  he  said,  “ It  is 
more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive.” 
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Let  me  advert  for  a moment  to  another,  though  kindred  topic.  We 
have  our  Christmas  Fund,  so  called,  which  is  intended  for  those 
whom  age  or  infirmity  has  laid  aside  from  work,  and  whose  destitution 
makes  them  dependent.  But  there  is  another  class  of  our  Clergy 
whose  case  has  not  been  so  much  considered,  but  whose  condition,  I 
think,  calls  loudly  for  sympathy. 

There  comes  often  a period,  before  absolute  decrepitude  and  ina- 
bility to  work  arrives,  when  the  vivacity  of  youthful  spirits  being  gone, 
it  is  plain  that  a man’s  days  of  active  usefulness  in  an  independent 
field  are  nearly  passed.  Yet  in  certain  spheres  where  work  is  to  be 
done,  and  somebody  else  to  bear  the  responsibility,  and  take  the  direc- 
tion, such  men  may  continue  to  be  highly  useful.  Not  merely,  then, 
to  relieve  them — though  that  is  an  act  of  humanity — but  to  save  the 
Church  from  the  disadvantage  of  having  in  charge  of  its  Parishes 
men  who  feel  that  their  energies  are  nearly  spent,  and  to  spare  it  the 
still  greater  scandal  of  Clergymen  doing  nothing,  but  who  are  yet 
able  and  ■willing  to  do  something,  I venture  to  press  this  evil  upon 
those  to  whom  God  has  given  the  means  to  relieve  it.  Having 
admitted  men  into  our  Ministry,  I think  the  Church  owes  it  to  them 
to  find  employment  fitted  for  them,  as  long  as  they  are  able  and 
willing  to  work,  and  to  support  them  when  they  can  no  longer  do  so. 

My  Brethren  will  pardon  a suggestion  here.  There  is  a vast  amount 
of  work  for  the  Church  to  do  in  all  our  large  towns  and  cities,  which, 
yet  is  not  done,  and  never  can  be,  under  existing  arrangements,  but 
Avhich  might  be  successfully  undertaken  by  the  Parochial  Clergy, 
with  the  assistance  of  such  Ministers  as  I have  spoken  of,  working 
under  them,  and  supported  by  their  Parishes.  If  the  expense  be 
objected  to,  I reply  that  where  God  has  a work  to  be  done,  He  never 
fails  to  provide  for  its  accomplishment.  If  this  counsel  and  this  work 
be  of  God,  He  has  furnished  somewhere  and  to  somebody  the  means 
to  carry  it  out.  If  it  be  not  of  God,  let  it  pass.  But  that  is  the  very 
point  or  question  that  I beg  most  earnestly  to  press  upon  the  con- 
sciences of  all  whom  it  may  concern. 

If  it  be  said  that  the  announcement  of  such  a policy  would  soon  charge 
us  with  a body  of  stipendiaries,  whom  we  should  find  it  impossible 
either  to  support  or  employ,  that  men  would  seek  the  Ministry  for  the 
sake  of  this  provision,  I reply  that  I do  not  fear  it.  The  hardships 
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and  privations  of  the  Clerical  life — such  as  too  many  find  it — the  con- 
stant struggle  with  difficulties — the  not  infrequent  endurance  of  actual 
suffering — the  prospect  of  a family  uneducated  and  unprovided  for — 
the  absolute  hopelessness  of  gathering  anything  against  the  time  of 
sickness,  infirmity  and  old  age,  are  such  as  no  sane  man  would  wil- 
lingly encounter  for  the  sake  of  any  bare  provision  that  might  he 
made  for  him  when  he  is  old  and  past  work.  At  any  rate,  no  parti- 
cular abuses  of  this  sort  that  might  occur  under  such  an  arrangement 
as  I have  ventured  to  suggest,  could  possibly  equal  the  enormous  evils 
that  pervade  and  characterize  the  existing  system  and  condition  of 
things. 

Yet  I think  it  exceedingly  necessary  that  we  should  make  the  door 
of  entrance  into  Holy  Orders  a little  straiter  than  it  has  Leen  ; so  far  at 
least  as  not  to  encourage  men  to  seek  the  Ministry  who  manifest  no 
special  fitness  for  it.  It  is  not  unnatural  that  one  whose  heart  glows 
with  love  to  Glod  and  perishing  souls  should  think  that  the  best  way 
to  serve  Him  must  be  in  the  Ministry  of  his  Church.  Often,  there 
could  not  be  a greater  mistake ; nor  is  there  any  point  about  which  a 
man  should  more  carefully  scrutinize  himself,  or  about  which  his 
friends  should  more  anxiously  and  deliberately  think  for  him,  than  in 
regard  to  his  being  called  to  the  sacred  Ministry  of  the  Church.  The 
practice  has  been,  too  much,  to  assume  the  wish  to  enter  the  Ministry 
as  evidence  of  fitness  for  it ; and  then  to  give  testimonials,  without 
inquiry  or  consideration.  Every  way,  the  policy  has  worked  disas- 
trously, for  the  individual  himself  who  finds,  when  too  late,  that  with 
the  best  intentions,  he  has  mistaken  his  calling;  and  for  the  Church, 
whose  interests  are  sure  to  suffer  when  committed  to  one,  who  means 
well,  but  lacks  ability  to  do  the  Church’s  work. 

Our  duty  in  this  matter,  I think,  is  plain  : wTe  are  hound  to  find 
employment  and  support  for  every  man  now  in  the  Ministry,  and 
willing  to  work.  We  owe  it  to  him  that  he  should  not  be  left  to  suffer 
in  a position  in  which,  but  for  us,  he  never  would  have  found  him- 
self. And  we  owe  it  to  the  Church  to  save  her  from  the  great  scandal 
of  having  her  Clergy  floating  up  and  down  without  employment,  posi- 
tion or  support.  One  obvious  remedy  for  this  unhappy  state  of  things 
I have  already  glanced  at,  viz : the  more  general  employment  of  Assis- 
tant Ministers  in  our  cities  and  towns,  to  act  under  the  Parish  Clergy, 
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and  to  aid  in  doing  that  large  and  truly  Missionary  work,  which  is  not 
now  done,  and  whilst  the  existing  state  of  things  lasts,  never  can  be 
done.  Another  relief  or  remedy,  for  the  evil  in  question  will  be  to 
guard  the  entrance  of  the  Ministry  more  carefully,  and  in  addition  to 
right  motives  and  good  intentions,  to  look  well  to  men’s  adminis- 
trative qualifications,  and  to  that  aptness  to  teach,  on  which  the  Church 
lays  so  much  stress,  but  which,  to  a great  extent,  we  have  practically 
disregarded.  We  are  all,  verily  guilty  in  this  matter;  and  I trust 
that,  as  well  for  the  sake  of  our  Brethren  in  the  Ministry  as  for  the 
work  and  credit  of  the  Church,  we  shall  unite  in  devising  and  apply- 
ing the  proper  remedy. 

I beg,  before  concluding  this  address,  to  recommend  to  your  patron- 
age and  support,  one  of  the  oldest,  most  useful  and  unobtrusive  Insti- 
tutions of  the  Church  in  this  Diocese — I mean  the  Episcopal  Female 
Tract  Society.  Its  very  existence  may  be  unknown  to  some  who 
hear  me.  Yet  for  many  years,  it  has  been  quietly  sending  its  little 
winged  messengers  abroad,  and  scattering  everywhere  the  seeds  of 
that  “ knowledge  which  maketh  wise  unto  salvation.”  The  purchase 
and  distribution  of  its  Tracts  will  accomplish  the  double  benefit  of 
spreading  God’s  truth,  and  of  enabling  the  Society  to  continue  and 
extend  its  salutary  labors. 

Let  me  invite  attention  also  to  the  Fund  for  the  Education  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  Clergy.  There  is  no  form  of  doing  good  which  tells 
more  on  the  interests  of  society  than  Church  education.  Certainly  no 
way  in  which  kindness  can  be  more  acceptably  and  effectually  shown 
to  a poor  Minister  of  Christ.  Laboring  himself  under  the  weight  of 
circumstances,  that  must  forever  keep  him  down,  the  prospect  of  his 
children  rising  above  his  own  condition,  is  as  new  life  to  him.  Bone 
of  his  bone  and  flesh  of  his  flesh,  what  is  done  for  them,  is  even  as 
though  it  were  done  to  himself;  and  the  burden  of  his  own  troubles  is 
half  taken  away  by  the  better  hopes  dawning  upon  his  children.  If 
you  would  do  a truly  merciful  act,  and  cheer  the  sad  home  and  the 
declining  days  of  some  poor  but  faithful  Pastor  of  the  flock  of  Christ, 
educate  his  child  in  the  principles,  and  under  the  influence  of  the 
Church,  at  wThose  Altar  he  serves 

Nor  will  I close,  without  reminding  you  once  more,  of  that  noble 
Institution,  which  has  already  done  so  much  good,  and  is  so  full  of  prom- 
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ise  for  the  future — I mean  the  Church  Hospital  in  this  city.  Here  is  a 
form  of  benevolence,  about  which,  happily,  there  can  be  no  difference 
of  opinion  among  Christian  men.  To  provide  for  the  sick  and  help- 
less stranger,  to  minister  to  the  poor  and  friendless,  when  struck  down 
by  casualty  or  disease,  must.win  the  blessing  of  Heaven ; for  it  was 
the  very  work  of  our  Divine  Master  when  upon  earth.  Think  of  the 
misery  of  sickness  and  bodily  pain,  when  alleviated  by  medical  skill 
and  nursing  care.  And  surely  we  shall  need  no  other  incentive  to 
provide  for  the  friendless  and  the  stranger,  when  want  and  misery 
and  disease  come  upon  them.  I rejoice  to  hear  that  the  Church  Hos- 
pital has  met  with  great  favor  in  this  community.  I trust  it  may  go 
on  until  the  magnificent  design  is  fairly  carried  out,  and  its  benevolent 
work  in  a train  of  successful  accomplishment. 

How  glorious,  brethren,  are  these  works  and  enterprises  of  Chris- 
tian charity  and  mercy.  How  much  do  they  commend  the  benevo- 
lence of  their  founders  and  supporters  ! What  honor  do  they  reflect 
on  the  Church  that  endows  and  sustains  them  ! And  how  much  better 
that  we  should  provoke  one  another  to  love  and  good  works  in  such 
enterprises  as  these,  rather  than  in  any  sharp  and  less  fraternal  contro- 
versy. I hope  well  for  the  Church  in  proportion  as  such  works  flourish 
and  abound  in  it.  But  Hope  itself  must  sink,  when  Charity  is  dead  or 
languishing,  and  all  the  zeal  that  is  left,  shows  itself  in  jealousies, 
suspicions  and  unbrotherly  conflicts.  I bless  God  for  every  work  of 
practical  benevolence  among  us.  I rejoice  in  it  for  the  good  that  is 
directly  done  by  it.  And  I accept  it  as  the  omen  of  a better  state  of 
things — when  party  zeal  shall  die — when  Brethren,  bound  together 
by  a common  faith,  shall  be  more  closely  united  in  the  ties  of  Chris- 
tian love1 — when  we  may  taste,  and  all  the  world  shall  see,  “ how  good 
and  how  pleasant  a thing  it  is  for  Brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity.” 

S.  BOWMAN,  Assistant  Bishop 

of  the  Diocese  of  Pennsylvania. 
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